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a u s :  P r o c e e d i n g s  of t h e  S e m i n a r  f o r  A r a b i a n  S t u d i e s  1 8  ( 2 9 8 8 )  

THE INFINITIVE I N  SABAEAN AND QATABANIAN INSCRIPTIONS 

Norbert Nebes - Marburg/Lahn *) 

S a b a e a n s y n t a x d i f f e r s  widely from t h e  s y n t a c t i c a l  S i t u a t i o n  we a r e  

confronted  with i n  C l a s s i c a l  Arabic.  One must on ly  remember t h e  asyn- 

d e t i c  r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e s  i n  Sabaic  which a r e  l i nked  t o  t h e  an tecedent  

Subs t an t ive  appearing i n  t h e  S t a t u s  c o n s t r u c t u s l l .  Also t h e  p a r t i c l e  

J- should b.e mentioned which i s  used i n  t h e  Sabaean i n s c r i p t i o n s  i n  a 

completely d i f f e r e n t  way2i.  Furthermore t h e  occurrence of two d i f f e r e n t  

imperfec t  forms should be r e c a l l e d ,  y f C ~  and y f c ~ n ,  i n  t h e  main c l a u s e s  

of t h e  p a s t  t e n s e 3 j .  The most t y p i c a l  s y n t a c t i c  phenomenon, however, 

common t o  a l l  of t h e  Epigraphic South Arabian d i a l e c t s ,  i s  represented  

by t h e  usages of t h e  in f  i n i t i v e .  

In  t h e  fol lowing I s h a l l  draw an o u t l i n e  of t h e  main func t ions  of 

t h e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  a s  a t t e s t e d  i n  t h e  Sabaean and Qatabanian i n s c r i p t i o n s .  

A f t e r  t h a t  I s h a l l  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  i n f i n i t i v e s  

a s  used i n  t hese  two d i a l e c t s .  F i r s t ,  however, l e t  me say a few words 

concerning the  form of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e :  

The orthoqraphy of Epigraphic South Arabian i s  consonantal  and, a s  a 

r u l e ,  no vowels a r e  i nd ica t ed .  Therefore w e  cannot  say anything con- 

c r e t e  about  t he  v o c a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  i n f i n i t e  forms. The i n f i n i t e  forms 

i n  a l l  Epigraphic South Arabian d i a l e c t s  a r e  homograph wi th  t h e  t h i r d  

Person masculine S ingular  of t h e  perfect-s tem. In  Sabaic ,  t h e i n f i n i t i v e  

o f t h e  simple stem a s w e l l a s  tf-ie i n z i n i t e  forms of t h e  derived s t e m s a r e  

n e i t h e r  marked by t h e  -n o r  t h e  -m of t h e  d e f i n i t e  o r  i n d e f i n i t e  

a r t i c l e  nor  can t h e  feminine ending -t and,  a s  a consequence, any 

p l u r a l  endinqs be a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  i n f i n i t e  forms. That means t h a t  t h e  



Sabaic i n f i n i t i v e  lacks  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of f l ex ion  which nouns do 

have, e spec ia l ly  subs tant ives .  The Sabaic i n f i n i t i v e  can be marked by 

t h e  afformative -n.  This NUn must be d is t inguished from the  Nün of t h e  

d e f i n i t e  a r t i c l e .  I t  probably corresponds with t h e  ending -än i n  

Arabic which is a t tached t o  i n f i n i t i v e s  a s  fac2än and others .  I s h a l l  

n o t  d iscuss  here i n  d e t a i l  t h e  problems which a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  

morpheme. But 1 do not  agree with t h e  communis opinio according t o  

which t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h i s  afformative -n is ul t imate ly  promisc- 

uous4'.Against t h i s  I would make the  po in t  t h a t  i n  t h e  simple stem the  
2 c NÜn i s  never a t tached t o  verbs a s  G m r ,  s d ,  s d q  " t o  q ran t " ,  h r g  " t o  

k i l l " ,  gbr " t o  des t roy" ,  w b C  " t o  humiliate" and wz " t o  continue". 

These a r e  verbs which a r e  q u i t e  common i n  middle-Sabaic vot ive  t e x t s .  

On t h e  o ther  hand I f i n d  nowhere t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  forms h r y n  " t o  de l ive r"  
2 C o r  s W n " t o  do service '  without the  afformative.  Accoräing t o  my 

opinion the re  is  a d i s t r i b u t i o n  of the  -n i n  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  of the  

simple stem which can be described a s  fol lows:  

In t h e  f i r s t  group of verbs ou t  of which I quote a s  an example brnr 
t h e  NÜn is  not  a t t e s t e d .  

In t h e  second group - h r y  could here serve  a s  an exarnple - t he  NÜn 

always occurs. 

In t h e  t h i r d  group i n f i n i t e  forms a r e  found with a s  w e l l  a s  without 

NÜn, f o r  example $re and $ r C n  " t o  defea t"  5 1 .  

The dat ing  of the  Sabaean i n s c r i p t i o n s  i n  which the  i n f i n i t i v e  

occurs ranges over one thousand years  from the  archaic  period down t o  

t h e  l a t e  Sabaean t i m e s  of the  f i f t h  and s i x t h  c e n t u r i e s  A.D.  The 

l a r g e s t  body of i n s c r i p t i o n s  i n  which i n f i n i t e  forms occur - I col -  

l e c t e d  about 1500 cons t ruct ions  a l l  together  - c o n s i s t s  of the  MaQrarn- 

B i lq i s - t ex t s  which have been dated from the  f i r s t  t o  the  middle of 

the  four th  century A.D. 

Apart from only one exception61 a l l  examples given i n  the  following 

l i s t  belong t o  the  middle-Sabaic period and appear under B. I .  and II. 

I have concentrated the re  only on the  most important types of con- 

s t r u c t i o n s .  Ny se lec t ion  of examples S t r e s s e s  those types of cons t ruct -  

ions  nq t  a t  a l l  o r  only na rg ina l ly  mentioned i n  t h e  re levant  grarn- 

mars7'. 



I. f c 2 ( n ) ,  functioning as a predicate, can be replaced by a f i n i t e  - 
verbal form 

1. W - f C 2 ( n )  continuinga f i n i t e  verbal form ( f C 2 ,  y f C 2 ,  y f c 2 n )  - 
( I )  wy  ' t t m w / w - t q d m n / w - r t + / b c m / h m t /  '$bs2n J 575/5 "and they ( S C .  

the Sabaeans) regrouped, came t o  a confrontation, and joined 

bat t le  with those . l jabashi te~"~I .  

2 ( 2 )  br 'w/w-h ( 4 )  q s  bn/rnnzrhmw/w-s&n/gF[n3 (5) hmw Rob gadara 9 

"they bu i l t  up and erected their multi-storeyed houselO' and 

levelled their  threshing floor" 

2. w - 2 - f C 2  (nl functioning as an optative - 
I 1-31 W-~/s '~dhmw/  'Zmqh ( 1 4 )  wfy/bytn/s Zen J 559 "and may 'Almaqah 

grant them safety  o f  the House S ~ L H N "  

11. f e 2  fnl , dependent on a predicate, cannot be replaced by a f i n i t e  

verbal form 

I .  f e 2 ( n l  stands for a subject - 
( 4 )  k - y  ' t ~ n / ~ d y / m ' $ ~ h m w / b y ~ d / s ~ ~ y m / b ~ d / b t / c ~ &  fz~/cdw/edyhw/slqyrn/ 

C I s m/eryftm/bqdmy/dt/hqnytn E 752 " that  he ( S C .  'Almaqah) would 

bring water for irrigation into their  cis tern Y F D  a f t e r  the flow- 

ing o f  water into it had ceased for a number o f  years before t h i s  

o f  fering" 

2. f C 2  f nl stands for an object (introduced by a preposition and with- - 
out any preposition) 

a .  f e2 fn) /b- fe2(nl ,  dependent on verbs o f  the group generally meaning - 
2e " t o  grant" (e.g. hmr, hwc , h w f y ,  sZcd)  and on auxiliary verbs 

l i k e  wz' 

2 ( 5 1  wZwzr/~rnrhrnw ( 4 8 )  'Zmqh/'tw/hmw/wgys hmwlbwfyrn J 6 6 5  "and may 

'Almaqah continue t o  grant them that they and the ir  troops w i l l  

return i n  safety" 

b . bn f c  l f n dependent on verbs of  hindering , preventing , prohibit- - 
ing, e t c .  



1 fnwtn/ms b  '/mwn C 6 11 "and the  BanÜ sl~RN . . s h a l l  not  deny the  

BanÜ GDNM ... t he  flowing of t h i s  main-canal a s  a watercourse 

( a l s o )  f o r  them""\ 

I 2 
C .  2 - f C Z ( n )  dependent On verba  d i c e n d i  4e.g. s  t m Z f ,  s  J t ,  wqh) - 
( 7 1  w r F / k w q h /  ' 2  ( 1 8 )  ~ r n ~ h / ~ b d h w l  / c Z C r m /  , z j t r / .  . . /Z-hqnynhwld ( 1 9 )  

[ n / s Z ] m n  NNAG 12 "and now, 'Almaqah has commanded h i s  servant  

sZCF34 'WTR . . . t h a t  (he)  should dedica te  t o  him ( -hw!)  t h i s  

s t a t u e  " 

3 .  2- f cZ(n l  and bn  f c 2 ( n )  i n  f i n a l  resp .  negat ive-f ina l  meaning - 
2  (81  bkn/bZthmu/mr rhmw/pZs  ~ $ / ~ $ $ b / .  . . / r~-gamn/h' m t /  ' $ b s 2 n  J 5 7 5 / 2  

"when t h e i r  l o r d  ' ~ 6 ~ 1  YiiiB . . . s e n t  thern t o  e x t i r p a t e  those 

yabashites" 

3 2 
( 9 )  (11 i k n / h $ l r / w r y s  n / .  . (2)  [. . / ' I  2s r$/y$ .$b/ .  . ( 4 )  . . / d n / w t f n /  

@mr/ ' d  (5) [ m h w / ] .  . ( 7 )  . . / b ~ / ~ d w / k Z /  ' n s 1 m / 2 h  ( 8 )  [den . .  1 . .  . . , 
2 kZ/ms y m [ t . . ]  R 4646 " t h i s  concessionary document was decreed 

and ordained . . . by ' , L S ~ R H  YHQB . . . which he granted h i s  sub j e c t s  

... l e s t  anyone sbould approach i n  order  t o  des t roy ... a l l  the  

c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d s  ...". 

A s  is  evident  from my l is t  the  Sabaic i n f i n i t i v e  bears  two major 

funct ions :  

The f i r s t  is  t o  funct ion  a s  a predica te ,  t h a t  means it occurs i n  a 

pos i t ion  i n  which it can be replaced by a f i n i t e  verbal  form. 

In  t h e  second funct ion ,  which you f i n d  under B. II., the  i n f i n i t i v e  

depends on a p red ica te  and i s  therefore  a cons t ruc t iona l  park of the  

c l ause  . 
In t h i s  pos i t ion  it cannot be replaced by a f i n i t e  verbal  form. 

I. f ~ ( n ) ,  functioninq a s  a p red ica te ,  can be replaced by a f i n i t e  

verbal  form 

By looking c l o s e r  a t  my examples given under B. I .  you again observe 

two d i f  f e r e n t  usages of t h e  inf  i n i t i v e  . 
The f i r s t  group c o n s i s t s  of the  examples under Nos. ( 2 )  and ( 2 )  of 

which I have underlined t h e  i n f i n i t e  forms, t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  continues 

a f i n i t e  verbal  form, r ega rd less  whether t h i s  be a p e r f e c t o r i m p e r f e c t .  



Under No. ( I )  the  i n f i n i t i v e s  tqdrnn and r t @ n  cont inue ,  coordinated by 

W-,  t h e  "shor ter"  imperfect form W - y t t t r n w  which expresses the  p a s t  
2 

tense .  The Same p a r a t a c t i c  cont inuat ion  is a t t e s t e d  by hqs bn and s y h n  

fol lowing brfw under No. (2 ) .  This may s u f f i c e  t o  determine the  

e s s e n t i a l  r u l e s  f o r  t h i s  type of i n f i n i t i v e  a s  follows: 

Regarding person, t ense  and mode the  i n f i n i t e  forms a r e  commanded by 

t h e  preceding f i n i t e  verbal  form. I have no t  found a s i n g l e  c e r t a i n  

ins tance  i n  which the  sub jec t  changes from t h e  f i n i t e  t o  the  i n f i n i t e  

form12'. A s  a r u l e ,  t h e  i n f i n i t e  form, a s  can be Seen under No. ( I ) ,  

fo l lows c lose ly  the  f i n i t e  verbal  form, coordinated by W-. There a r e ,  

however, about a dozen ins tances  showing an o b j e c t  which belongs t o  

t h e  prece+ding verb, placed between t h e  f i n i t e  and the  i n f i n i t e  verbal  

form. Ins tead  of the  i n f i n i t i v e  W-gyhn c i t e d  under No. (2) one would 

a c t u a l l y  expect the  p e r f e c t  form W-syhw. 

The following sec t ion  under B. 1.. 2. con ta ins  i n f i n i t i v e s  replace-  

a b l e  by a f i n i t e  verbal  form. In conjunction with a prece#ding Läm 

- t h e  vocal iza t ion  of which i s  almost c e r t a i n l y  t h e  p a r t i c l e  Z i -  - 
those  i n f i n i t i v e s  occur i n  t h e  f i n a l  expressions of the  middle-Sabaic 

v o t i v e  t e x t s .  In  t h i s  context  they funct ion  a s  o p t a t i v e s  and they a r e  

- i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  the  just-mentioned i n f i n i t i v e s  - i n  person and tense  

abso lu te ly  independent from the  precedding f i n i t e  verbal  form. In the  
f 

Same pos i t ion  we may f i n d  t h e  so-called N-imperf e c t  z j  yC Zn connected 

with t h e  p a r t i c l e  L-. The const ruct ion  of t h i s  type of i n f i n i t i v e ,  

comprising more than one t h i r d  of the  e n t i r e  evidence, is  q u i t e  c l e a r  

and I have considered it a s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  quote j u s t  one example under 

No. ( 3 )  on my l is t .  

TI. f C  Z (n) , dependent on a p red ica te  , cannot be replaced by a f i n i t e  

verbal  form 

A s  indica ted  the  i n f i n i t i v e  a l s o  occurs within the  c l ause ,  where 

it cannot be replaced by a f i n i t e  verbal  form. In  t h i s  case it appears 

a s  a P a r t  of the  c lause  dependent on the  p red ica te .  I could o f f e r  you 

almost 400  instances f o r  t h i s  kind of usage. Some more d e t a i l e d  in-  

formation on the  quest ion which p a r t s  of the  c l ause  the  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  

a b l e  t o  represent ,  can be found under B. 11. It  r a r e l y  funct ions  a s  a 
I 1 s u b j e c t  a s  does Cdw/edyh~/s  q y m  i n  the  temporal c l ause  bCd/bt/c t l z Z  

i n  NO. ( 4 ) 1 3 \ .  

I have l i s t e d  under B. 11. 2 .  t h e  examples f o r  t h e  function of the  in-  

f i n i t i v e  a s  an ob jec t .  Three s u b s t a n t i a l  usages can be d is t inguished.  

F i r s t l y ,  the  i n f i n i t e  form fol lows a group of verbs r e l a t e d  t o  each 



2 C o t h e r  by t h e  genera l  meaning of " t o  g r a n t "  l i k e  h m r ,  hws , hwfy, s l C d  

and, a d d i t i o n a l l y ,  it fo l lows  a u x i l i a r y  verbs l i k e  wzr " t o  cont inue".  

Both cons t ruc t ions  a r e  abundant and pose no problems. See example 

NO. ( 5 1 .  Secondly, t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  precefded by t h a t  group of verbs ,  

t h e  common meaning of which can be descr ibed  a s  " t o  h inde r ,  t o  prevent ,  

t o  f o r b i d ,  t o  p r o h i b i t ,  e t c .  I' l i k e  ymnCw under No. (6) . I should draw 

your a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  is  he re  introduced by 

t h e  prepos i t ion  bn corresponding t o  t h e  Arabic 'an i n  t h e s e  s p e c i a l  

o c c u r r e n c e s l ' ~ .  I s h a l l  have t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h i s  example N r .  (6) i n  a 

d i f f e r e n t  contex t  l a t e r .  Under B. 11. 2. C .  I have then  l i s t e d  in -  

f i n i t i v e s  i n  t h e  form 2-fc2(n),  fol lowing ve rbs ,  which i n  a very 

broad sense could  be deterrnined a s  verba d ieendi  r e l a t e d  t o . e a c h  

o t h e r  by t h e  genera l  meaning of " t o  ask ,  t o  command, t o  promise, e t c . " .  

Although abundantly a t t e s t e d ,  t h i s  usage of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  is  no t  

mentioned i n  t h e  r e l e v a n t  grammars a s  bear ing  t h e  func t ion  of an  ob- 

j e c t .  An example you f i n d  i n  No. ( 7 ) .  The i n f i n i t e  form 2-hqnynhw does 

n o t  func t ion  a s  a f i n a l  c l ause  - l i k e  e.g.  t h e  corresponding form i n  

No. (81, 2-gzmn, - b u t  a s  a c l ause  r ep re sen t ing  t h e  o b j e c t  of t h e  

precefding verb wqhlS' .  The i n f i n i t i v e  L-hqnyn-hw r e f e r s  t o  f u t u r e  

t ime from the  F a s t  s tandpoin t  of t he  governing verb wqh. This  type of 

i n f i n i t i v e  i s  equ iva l en t  i o  subordinated c l a u s e s  introduced by t h e  
C con junct ion k-  and conta in ing  a p red ica t e  i n  t h e  imperf e c t  y f Ln .  An 

example of t h i s  can be found i n  NAM 2494 = CIAS 1 1 . 4 1 :  (14) w r t /  

kwqhhmw/ [mqh] / b  'rnrhw/k- [ y ]  ( 1  5)  hqnynn/gZmtm. The t r a n s l a t i o n  reads:  

"and now, Almaqah has  commanded them i n  h i s  o r a c l e  t h a t  they  should 

ded ica t e  a female s t a t u e t t e " .  L-hqnynhw under No. ( 7 )  corresponds t o  

k - [ y l  hqnynn of t h e  prece+ding example. Evident ly t h e  two sentences 

r e v e a l  t h e i r  c l o s e  a f f i n i t y  even by t h e i r  f o r m ~ l a t i o n ' ~ ~ .  More com- 
C monly a s  i n  t he  usage j u s t  demonstrated t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  L-J L(n) occurs  

i n  a f i n a l  meaning. I would l i k e  t o  po in t  t o  t h e  sentence under No. 

(8) as an example f o r  t h i s  f i n a l  usage, w e l l  known from t h e  grammars 

and s u f f i c i e n t l y  c l e a r .  I n f i n i t i v e s  bear ing  a f i n a l  meaning i n  Sabaic 

commonly s tand a f t e r  verba a e t i o n i s  and e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  verbs express-  

ing motion. Q u i t e  a d i f f e r e n t  usage is shown by example No. ( 9 )  which 

you a l s o  r a r e l y  f i n d  i n  our  grammars. There a r e  s e v e r a l  i n s t ances  f o r  

t h e  phenomenon t h a t  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  introduced by t h e  p repos i t i on  bn  

i s  n o t precedded by verbs of h inder ing ,  prevent ing ,  p r o h i b i t i n g ,  
1 

e t c . ,  a s  t e s t i f i e d  by example No. (9 ) .  I understand t h e  func t ion  of 
C b n  f Z(n) i n  most of t hese  c a s e s  a s  f i n a l ,  more p r e c i s e l y ,  a s  t h e  

negat ive- f ina l  meaning of " l e s t " ,  " in  o rde r  t h a t  n o t " l 7 )  . bn/edw of 



No. ( 9 )  is then t o  be iden t i f  ied  a s  t h e  inf  i n i t i v e  of negative-£ i n a l  

meaning dependent on the  precedding S m r .  The Passage quoted i n  my 
I 

l is t  i n  a  very abbreviated form I have t r a n s l a t e d  a s  follows: "This 

concessionary document was decreed and ordained by ' I l sharaQ YaQdib" 
3 2 

( [ k n / h h l  r / w r y  s n / .  . . [. . '1  2 s  r+/y@b/. . . . . . / b n / w t f n )  , the  Sabaic 

t e x t  is continued by a r e l a t i v e  c l ause  running: G-bmr/'d[mhw/l...../ 
1 2 bn/cdw/k~/ ' n s  m / Z - h  [dc7i]. . /kZ/ms  ym [ t . .  . I  . I t r a n s l a t e :  "which he 

granted  t o  h i s  subjee tc ,  lest anyone should approach i n  order t o  

des t roy a l l  t he  c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d s " l 8 ' .  

111. The const ruct ion  of the  log ica l  sub jec t  o r  ob jec t  of dependent 

inf  i n i t i v e s  

So f a r  I have concentrated on the  i s sue  of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  syn tac t i c  

funct ions  of the  i n f i n i t i v e  within a given c lause .  Apart from t h a t  it 

can be observed t h a t  the  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  extended by elements which bear 

i t s  l o g i c a l  subjec t  o r  objec t .  What I myself l abe l l ed  under B.  11. i n  

the  l is t :  "fC2(n),  dependent on a prediea te ,  cannot be replaced by a 

f i n i t e  verbal  form" i s  commonly re fe r red  t o  i n  the  grammars a s  " the  

nominal usage of t h e  inf i n i t i v e "  . This expression,  however , leads  

t o  the  - i n  my opinion - erroneous conclusion t h a t  the  elements by 

which t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  extended and which represent  i t s  log ica l  

sub jec t  o r  ob jec t  appear i n  a  nominal cons t ruc t ion ,  i . e .  i n  form of 

a  s t a t u s  constructus.  I cannot here exhaust ively d isplay  the  sequence 

of arguments, according t o  which the  i n f i n i t i v e  and i ts  log ica l  subjec t  

o r  o b j e c t  a r e  not  embedded i n  a  c o n s t r ~ c t ~ ~ ' .  It should a t  t h i s  point  

s u f f i c e  t o  r e c a l l  th ree  already-mentioned ins tances  which c l e a r l y  

demonstrate t h a t  no s t a t u s  eonstructus e x i s t s .  A s  you See from No. ( 5 )  

t he  i n f i n i t i v e  ' t w  i s  followed by the  anaphoric demonstrative pronoun 

hmw. This demonstrative pronoun, the  s ingu la r  of which i s  h w '  and in  

the  feminine h y f ,  appears t o  be the  only nominal type t h a t  can,  ac- 

cording t o  the  spelling , be d is t inguished a s  e i t h e r  nominative (casus 

r ee tus )  o r  genit ive-accusat ive (casus obliquus) . Were the  sub jec t  of 

' t w  i n  No. ( 5 )  embedded i n  a  s t a t u s  cons t ructus ,  it would have t o  

accept  the  gen i t ive  and therefore  appear a s  h m t .  Accordingly, it is  
I evident  from Nos. ( 4 )  and ( 6 )  t h a t  s qym resp .  h P / f n w t n ,  functioning 

c a s  sub jec t  of the  prece#ding i n f i n i t i v e  dw resp .  h y e ,  i s  separated 

from i ts  i n f i n i t i v e  by t h e  preposi t ional  phrase cdyhw resp. Z h m w Z 1 ' .  

This f o r c i b l y  excludes here a  s t a t u s  eons t ructus .  Furthermore, on the  

b a s i s  of t h i s  evidence - my co l l ec t ion  of references  of these  types of 

cons t ruct ions  numbers about 1 5 ~ ~ '  - I am q u i t e  confident  t o  deny a l s o  



i n  t h e  o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  Nos. ( 7 )  , ( 8 )  and ( 9 )  , i n  which a  persona l  

pronoun is a t t ached  t o  t h e  i n f i n i t e  form o r  a  noun fol lows c l o s e l y  

t h e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of a s t a t u s  cons t ruc tus .  To advance t h e  

argument t o  a  r a t h e r  p o s i t i v e  conc lus ion ,  one might s ay ,  with a l l  due 

c a u t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  o r  t h e  o b j e c t  of an i n f i n i t i v e  dependent on 

a  p r e d i c a t e  f i g u r e s  a s  i f  it w e r e  precefded by a  f i n i t e  ve rba l  form. 

Sümming up t h e  func t ions  of t h e  dependent i n f  i n i t i v e  I would l i k e  t o  

p o i n t  o u t  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  on t h e  sphere of t h e  o b j e c t  which determines 

i t s  usage,  n o t  t ak ing  i n t o  account a t  t h e  moment i t s  f i n a l  func t ion .  

I n  o t h e r  words: The i n f i n i t i v e  daes  no t  func t ion  t o  express  adve rb i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  e.g.  of temporal o r  causa l  type  (un l ike  Hebrew, where usages such 

a s  be-se't ~igra'el "when I s r a e l  cane out" a r e  common). 

AS compared with Sabaic ,  t h e  Qatabanic  d i a l e c t  is  a t t e s t e d  only 

over  a  cons iderab ly  s h o r t e r  per iod  of t i m e  and has  f o r  t h i s  reason 

produced a  smal le r  amount of ep igraphic  remains.  The Qatabanic  t e x t s ,  

however, record neve r the l e s s  120 c o n s t r u c t i o n s  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  

de r ived  from i n s c r i p t i o n s  which have been da ted  from the  t h i r d  cen tury  

B.C. down t o  t h e  second century  A.D .  

The i n f i n i t i v e  i n Q a t a b a n i c f u n c t i o n s  more o r  l e s s  i n  t h e  Same way a s  

i n  Sabaic : 

THE USAGES OF THE INFINITIVE I N  QATABANIC 

I.  f C l ,  func t ion ing  a c  a  p r e d i c a t e ,  can be rep laced  by a  f i n i t e  - 
verba l  form 

6 ,  o - y f C 2 )  w - f C l  con t inu ing  a  f i n i t e  verba l  form ( " 2 ,  2 - y f e 5  

Sg<n/<mhrn R 3850 "and whoever r e f u s e s  and r e f r a i n s  from p l a n t -  

i ng ,  c u l t i v a t i n g ,  p repar ing  and t ak ing  c a r e  of h i s  f i e l d  accord- 

i ng  t o  t h i s  ordinance" 

91. fc¿ iml ,  dependent on a  p r e d i c a t e ,  cannot  be rep laced  by a  f i n i t e  

ve rba l  form 

1 .  fCl  s tands  f o r  a  sub j e c t  - 

R 3884bis = NAM 601 = CIAS 11. 155 "and it i s  no t  permit ted f o r  



any of t h e  ( fu tu re ]  kings of 'Awsän t o  remove it (SC. t he  M ~ M R )  

from i ts place ..."23' 

2. f c 2 ( m )  s tands  f o r  an o b j e c t  - 

a .  f c 2  ( m l  dependent on the  a u x i l i a r y  verb wz - 
2  ( 1 2 )  w C m / ~ . z j z  (11) ' / s d q s  n / b k Z / m n g w  AM 757 = CIAS I. 147 "and may 

C Amm continue t o  g ran t  them a l l  t h e  prosperous a f f a i r s "  

b. b n  f c 2  ( m )  dependent on verbs of hindering,  preventing,  e t c .  - 
2  See NO. ( 1 0 1  : b n / w f r /  (5) w C s 2 q / w s  ~ ~ m / w ~ ~ ~ h d r n / ~ r b t s ~ / h g b n / ~ m ~ r n  

C.  2 - f c 2 ( m )  dependent on v e r b a  d i c e n d i  - 
( 2 3 )  w 4 f t / s 2 h ~ /  <dms'/  ' ~ b ~ / ~ Z b ~ / ~ - s ~ ~ ~ ~ / @ - t - n /  r s 1 t r n / b s z r n / 2 b $  

R 3691/7 "and S ~ R R  has ordered h i s  s u b j e c t s ,  t h e  'RBY of LBH, 

t o  wr i t e  and engrave these  l i n e s  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  LBH" 

3. I - f c 2 ( m )  i n  f i n a l  r ~ e a n i n ~ ~ ~ '  - 
C 2  

( 1 4 )  k Z / @ m / b y  (20) r b / t m n c / 2 - s  t y t m  . - (21) b n / c m / n k r / s 2 c b m  R 4337B 
3 

"whoever e n t e r s  Timnac? / pays t h e  TimnaC market-tax- i n  order  t o  

t r a d e  with a  fore ign t r i b e " .  

Here, too ,  one can d i s t ingu i sh  between two major usages, according 

t o  t h e  pos i t ion  of the  i n f i n i t i v e  within t h e  c l ause  being described,  

a s  t h e  function e i t h e r  t o  continue p a r a t a c t i c a l l y  a  f i n i t e  verbal  form 

o r  t o  depend on the  p red ica te  a s  a  cons t ruc t iona l  p a r t  of the  c lause .  

The majori ty of the  evidence c o n s i s t s  of cons t ruc t ions  of which I have 

given a s  an example No. ( 2 0 ) .  This sentence rep resen t s  the  p r o t a s i s  i n  
I a  condi t ional  c lause  . The inf  i n i t i v e  U - s  &de cont inues  p a r a t a c t i c a l l y  

t h e  imperfect b - y d r  which corresponds t o  t h e  Sabaic so-called N-im-  

p e r f e c t  f C  ~ n  . 
In  case  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  is construed a s  an element of the  c lause  depend- 

e n t  on t h e  p red ica te ,  it appears i n  a  number of ins tances  t o  be con- 

nected with M i m  suff ixed.  I s h a l l  r e tu rn  t o  t h i s  phenomenon a t  t h e  

very end of my Paper. 

The dependent i n f i n i t i v e  i n  Qatabanic a l s o  appears more o r  l e s s  t o  

occupy t h e  Same s y n t a c t i c a l  pos i t ions  a s  is  known t o  us  from the  

Sabaic. I need not  the re fo re  d i scuss  i n  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l  the  examples 
1 l i s t e d  under D. 11. In No. ( 1 2 )  t he  i n f i n i t i v e  s whs3-s1  and the  



fol lowing p a r t c  of the  c lause :  b n / b r  4s'. . . bn/ 'mZk/ 'w s ln a r e  t o  be 
3 i d e n t i f i e d  a s  sub jec t  of t h e  phrase ' Z / s  n 2 5 1 .  

Functioning a s  an o b j e c t ,  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  occurs on t h e  one hand - a s  

is shown by No. ( 1 2 )  - preceeded by t h e  a u x i l i a r y  verb wz' i n  the  

imperfect.  On the  o the r  hand - I r e f e r  t o  No. (131 - it bears the  form 

2-fC2,  preceeded by verbs l i k e  Cf*,  which have i n  common the  genera l  

meaning of " to  o rde r ,  t o  command, e t c . "  and which can r a t h e r  roughly 
i be determined a s  verba dieendi .  The i n f i n i t i v e  L - s  $ r / w - f t &  - i n  

t r a n s l a t i o n :  " t o  wr i t e  and engrave" - has  n o t  a  f i n a l  meaning b u t  re-  

p resen t s  t h e  content  of what i s  expressed by the  p red ica te ,  t h a t  is  

t h e  content  of t h e  order  o r  command. In  t h e  Same way a s  i n  the  Sabaic 

t e x t  No. ( 7 )  t h e  dependent i n f i n i t i v e  r e f e r s  t o  f u t u r e  t i m e .  

Rela t ive ly  common i n  Qatabanic a r e  i n f i n i t i v e s  introduced by the  pre- 

Pos i t ion  bn. By looking more c lose ly  a t  t h e  examples which bear on t h e  

quest ion we f i n d ,  i n  most cases ,  t h a t ,  when prece$ded by a verb of the  

genera l  group of " t o  prevent ,  t o  fo rb id ,  t o  h inder ,  t o  avoid, e t c . " ,  

t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  connected with bn  can be determined a s  ob jec t  of t h a t  

verb2 . P a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  example of 2- f C L  quoted above , t he  i n f i n i t i v e  

introduced by b n  r ep resen t s  c l auses  by which t h e  a c t u a l  content  of 

what is  forbidden, hindered, avoided, r e f r a i n e d  from, e t c .  i s expressed  
C 2 This is  w e l l  demonstrated by No. (101: The i n f i n i t e  forms w f r ,  s q ,  

2 
s qhm and siChdm represent  the  p repos i t iona l  o b j e c t  of the  precebding 

b-ydr/w-si&dc, which is  introduced by b n .  A s  one would expect ,  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  usage of the  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  j u r i d i c a l  t e x t s  

comparatively abundant i n  t h e  remains of Qatabanic.  By the  way, a l l  

t h e  Qatabanic examples under D with the  exception of No. (121 a r e  

derived from i n s c r i p t i o n s  of j u r i d i c a l  con ten t .  

Y e t  i n  another  j u r i d i c a l  t e x t  containing the  Mercantile Code of ~imna'  
2 of t h e  t h i r d  century B.C. ,  No. (141, t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  L-s t y s m  is used 

i n  f i n a l  funct ion2 1 . 

How, a s  a f i n a l  ques t ion ,  can we desc r ibe  t h e  d i f fe rence  between 

t h e  Sabaic and Qatabanic inf  i n i t i v e ?  

A fundamental d i f f e rence  l i e s  i n  i t s  usage. There is  not  a  s i n g l e  

ins tance  i n  Qatabanic f o r  the  functioning a s  op ta t ive  of the  i n f i n i t i v e  

connected with L- .  The Standard expressions l i k e  w - 2 - b m r - h m w  de i ty  

name, w-~-s'~d-hrnw d e i t y  name, W-L-hwfyn-hmw d e i t y  name, e t c . ,  abundant 



i n  middle-Sabaic votive tex ts  are missing i n  the Qatabanic inscrip- 

t ions .  The reason for t h i s  cannot be found i n  an absence o f  votive 

t e x t s  i n  Qatabanic, o f  which we possess almost 30 complete examples 

containing a t  least  two clauses each, not t o  speak o f  the numerous 

fragmentary t ex t s .  I t  i s ,  however, common t o  a l l  o f  them that  the in- 

f i n i t i v e  appears not i n  connection with 2- but rather i s  expressed by 

2- and imperfect, that  i s  t o  say z - ~ ~ ~ z .  
Another equally fundamental di f ference t o  the Sabaic t o  which the 

relevant grammars draw no attention, i s  revealed by the form o f  the 

i n f i n i t i v e .  Maria Höfner and A.F.L. Beeston do point out that  the in- 

f i n i t i v e  always occurs without -n in. ~ a t a b a n i c ~ ~ j ,  which i s  undoubted- 

l y  correct. On the other hand it has slipped the ir  notice what has 

been already observed by Nikolaus Rhodokanakis i n  the second part o f  

h i s  collection "Ratabanische Texte zur ~ o d e n w i r t s c h a f t " ~ ~ ~  and what a 

close examination o f  the 120 i n f i n i t i v e  constructions clearly reveals: 

that  a Mim can be attached t o  the verbal Stern. This Mim,  however, 

appears solely i n  those cases where the i n f i n i t i v e  functions as an 

object or f inal  clause. I draw your attention t o  the i n f i n i t i v e  in  
I No. ( 2 0 ) :  s q$m/w-s2ehdm as well as t o  No. ( 2 4 )  : 2-s2tytm, which both 

represent dependent parts of  the clause. I would again l i k e  t o  Stress 

the point that t h i s  Mim can be attached t o  the i n f i n i t i v e  in  the syn- 

tact ical  positions described but must not always do so. I t  i s  complete- 

l y  irrelevant that the i n f i n i t e  forms mentioned are forms o f  derived 

stems, equivalent t o  Arabic stems IV and V I I I ~ ~ ' .  

This ~ i m  certainly has t o  be identical with the Mim o f  the inde- 

f i n i t e  ar t i c l e .  Therefore the question arises how the logical subject 

or object o f  a dependent i n f i n i t i v e  i s  construed. I r e f e r  again t o  

example No. ( 1  0 )  where you find the form c Z c h d m  by which the Mim i s  

preserved, irrespective o f  the following object ,  which in  No. ( 1 0 )  

would be ?rbts l .  The conclusion i s  compelling that  no Status construc- 

tus ex i s t s  here. We must consider it as certain that  in  Qatabanic as 

well as i n  Sabaic the logical subject or object o f  a dependent in- 

f i n i t i v e  i s  not embedded i n  a construct. Therefore we would describe 

it i n  the nominative resp. accusative, could we determine vowels in- 

dicating cases in  Sabaic or Qatabanic, which i n  fac t  we are not able 

t o  do. 

By turning t o  a rather general conclusion o f  my modest treat ise  on the 

i n f i n i t i v e ,  I hope it has s u f f i c i e n t l y  demonstrated a quite sophistic- 

a l l y  developed System o f  the functioning o f  the i n f i n i t i v e  i n  E p i -  



graph ic  South Arabian, which is  i n  t h i c  e x t e n t  q u i t e  un fami l i a r  t o  

o t h e r  Semi t ic  languages,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  Arabic .  

NOTES 

* )  I am very g r a t e f u l  t o  D r .  C h r i s t i a n  Marek f o r  h i s  kind h e l p  wi th  

t h e  Engl ish wording of t h e  p r e s e n t  paper .  

'I See e.g.  Beeston 1984 § 26:4. - I have c o l l e c t e d  about  500 

i n s t a n c e s  f o r  r e l a t i v e  c l a u s e s ,  t h e  an t eceden t  of which appears  

i n  t h e  status eonstructus. 

2j A s tudy  on t h i s  t o p i c  is  i n  p repa ra t i on .  

3 1  See e .g .  Beeston 1984 5 7:6. 

41 See e .g .  Höfner 1943 § 53, Sol&-Sole 1961 : 38,  Robin 1983 : 166 

1.3 and Beeston 1984 § 8:3. 

For a  more d e t a i l e d  s tudy on t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h i s  a f fo rma t ive  

See Nebes 1985 : 32-34. 

6 l  The paleography of t h e  j u r i d i c a l  i n s c r i p t i o n  C 611 (see example 

No. ( 6 )  ) regard ing  water  usage p o i n t s  t o  a  d a t i n g  i n  t h e  2nd. t o  

t h e  I s t .  c e n t u r i e s  B.C .  

See Höfner 1943 5s 53-55, Bauer 1966 : 84-87, Beeston 1984 § 8 :  

1-3. The fo l lowing  nore o r  less comprehensive s t u d i e s  w e r e  

devoted t o  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  Epigraphic  South Arabian: Sol&-Sole 

1961 : 29-40, Grun t f e s t  1965 : 285-306 [compare a l s o  t h e  French 

resum6 of Jacques Ryckmans i n  B0 24 (1967) 2711 and Robin 1983 : 

164-172. - The quoted c o n t r i b u t i o n s  d e a l i n g  with t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  

i n  Epigraphic  South Arabian under va r ious  a s p e c t s  a r e  based on a  

r a t h e r  s e l e c t i v e  source m a t e r i a l .  A s tudy  depa r t i ng  from an 

exhaus t ive  c o l l e c t i o n  of a l l  i n f i n i t e  forms occu r r ing  i n  t h e  in -  

s c r i p t i o n s  and eva lua t ing  t h e s e  forms s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  under nor- 

pho log ica l  and s y n t a c t i c  a s p e c t s  has  n o t  y e t  been produced. The 

p r e s e n t  o u t l i n e  s e rves  t h e  more l i m i t e d  purpose t o  demonstrate  

t h e  more important  s y n t a c t i c  usages.  

The abb rev i a t i ons  of t h e  s i g l a  of i n s c r i p t i o n s  c i t e d  a r e  t hose  of 

t h e  Sab.Dict.  XX-XXV. The p r e s e n t  t r a n s l a t i o n  u se s  t h e  meanings 

proposed by t h e  au tho r s  of t h e  Sab.Dict .  



T r a n s l a t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Beeston 1976 : 28. 

For  mnzr See now Al-Selwi 1987 : 206. 

Also  quoted by Beeston 1984 9 8:6. The most r e c e n t  commentary 

and t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i n s c r i p t i o n  w a s  g i v e n  by Müller  1983 : 

277f.  

A c h a n g i n g o f s u b j e c t  i n  t h e  c l a u s e s ,  t h e  p r e d i c a t e  o f  which i s  

r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  i n f i n i t e  forms t e r b n  (J  735/9) and t 'hrn ( J  

702/13) ,  h a s  been assumed as one p o s s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  i n t e r  a l i a  

by Nebes 1985 : 35. I now c o n s i d e r  t h i s  a s  improbable.  

3 Also  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e s  f o l l o w i n g  ' t h e  p h r a s e  'Z/s n  assume t h e  

f u n c t i o n  of s u b j e c t ,  See e .g .  C 380/3,  C 400/1 ,  C 617/1,  NAFFSiY 

Q u t r a  1/1 ,  MAFY + m i r  1 /1 .  

For  t h e  o r i g i n a l  meaning o f  bn i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  See n.  17. 

Z-fc2(n) f u n c t i o n i n g  as o b j e c t  which f o l l o w s  v e r b s  o f  command- 

i n g  which, a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  meaning, be long ,  s t r i c t l y  speak ing ,  

t o  a s e c t i o n  of verba d i e e n d i ,  i.e. verba voZunta t i c  (see Benne t t  

1910 : 379ff .1 ,  i s  mentioned a l s o  by Sol&-Sol6 1961 : 34. 

I j u s t  marg ina l ly  inention h e r e  t h e  complete  absence  of t h e  

c o n j u n c t i o n  k- e x p r e s s i n g  a  f i n a l  meaning i n  S a b a i c .  

The f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n  bn i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  

p o s i t i o n s  i n  which it i n t r o d u c e s ,  a f t e r  v e r b s  of h i n d e r i n g ,  

p r e v e n t i n g ,  e tc . ,  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  f u n c t i o n i n g  a s  o b j e c t ,  f o l l o w s  

from i t s  o r i g i n a l  meaning, which e s s e n t i a l l y  p o i n t s  t o  " t h e  

s e p a r a t i o n  o f  s - t h . " .  

Some f u r t h e r  i n s t a n c e s :  G 1  114218, G 1  1379/3 ( =  C 3 1 8 / 2 ) ,  Rob 

~ a g  l / 4 .  

Compare e .9 .  Höfner 1943 5 54: " I n  v i e l e n  F ä l l e n  p r ä s e n t i e r t  e r  

(SC.  d e r  I n f i n i t i v  i m  A l t s ü d a r a b i s c h e n ,  N . N . )  s i c h  a l s  Nomen". 

For  d e t a i l s  See Nebes : 1987. 

C 1 The i n f i n i t i v e s  i n  No. ( 4 ) :  d ~ / ~ d ~ h w / s  qym and No. ( 6 ) :  hyC/  

Zhmw/[h] '/fnwtn w e r e  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  E n g l i s h  by u s i n g  t h e  gerund 

" t h e  f lowing  of w a t e r  i n t o  i t "  o r  " t h e  f l o w i n g  o f  t h i s  main-canal 

... f o r  them". By t h e  usage o f  t h i s  gerund t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  

can  be  expressed  o n l y  "nominal ly"  by t h e  g e n i t i v a l  combinat ion 

w i t h  "of " . 
For i n s t a n c e s  See Nebes 1987 : 84-88. 



2 3 1  See A.F.L. Beeston i n  CIAS 11.156. 

2 q  An ins t ance  of b n  f C l f m l  func t ion ing  i n  a  n e g a t i v e - f i n a l  meaning 

can poss ib ly  be found i n  R 3689/4 ( f o r  t h e  Same phrases  See a l s o  

R 3691/4 and R 3692/3) .  The passage r u n s  a s  fo l lows:  
2 (1 ) s h r / y g 2 / b n / ~ d C  ' b / m Z k / q t b n / s ~ y / w ~  J h / b n l h t b m  (2 )  m+rrn/'rn/ 

I e c j d w n m / .  . . ( 3 )  . . . / ' d m s  / m  d k r b / b z / h y b r / w w d  ' Z / b n / r b + / w  ,hhy ( 4 )  

s 2 m y /  ' r b y  / e m / @ l b ? / w t  ' n t s 2 m / b n / s ' n 8 f m / w s b / w  ' J ~ d / w  (5 )  g d d m /  
- C  2 
L s m / w d m / w b n t m / w s  f t r n / l e m / w  ' C r * .  

Beeston 1971 : 10 t r a n s l a t e s  a s  fo l l ows :  
2  

"S h r  Ygl son of  YdC'b king of Qataban h a s  promulgated and re- 
C corded from fiib t h e  sanc tuary  of Amm of  Dwnm ... f o r  h i s  s u b j e c t s  

~ ~ d k r b  of  t h e  c l a n  Hybr and Wd'l of t h e  c l a n  RbQ and t h e  fe l low-  
C clansmen of t h e s e  two, t h e  ' rby  of Amm of  Labakh, and t h e i r  

womenfolk, t h e  formation - without  any shortcoming, f a l l i n g  i n t o  

abeyance, deroga t ion  o r  t e rmina t ion  - of  a  pa t ronage- t ie  of 
C f r i e n d s h i p ,  a f f  i l i a t i o n  and p r o t e c t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  Amm and 

' A t h i r a t " .  

A s  can be understood from h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  A.F.L. Beeston p u t s  
I I 

b n / s  n s f m / w s  k t / w f f i g / w  ( 5 )  g d d m  a s  p a r e n t h e s i s .  I r a t h e r  suppose 

t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of i n f i n i t i v e s  h e r e ,  which i s  supported by t h e  

obse rva t ion  t h a t  Mimation i s  n o t  a t t a c h e d  t o  a l l  f o u r  forms ( s e e  

a l s o  s e c t i o n  F  and n .  30), a s  e . g .  t h e  fo l l owing  s u b s t a n t i v e s  

w d - m / w - b n t - m / w - s 2 : t - m .  In s t ead  of t h e  p a r e n t h e s i s  I am i n c l i n e d  

t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e s  in t roduced  by b n  i n  analogy t o  Sabaic  

c l a u s e  No. ( 9 )  by a  nega t ive - f ina l  meaning. I f  1 a n  r i g h t ,  only 
1 ' d m - s  , e t c .  mentioned before  would f i ?  a s  s u b j e c t  of t h e  i n -  

f i n i t e  forms n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  expressed .  P u t t i n g  a s i d e  t h e  more 

thorny  problems of t h e  whole passage I xould n e v e r t h e l e s s  l i k e  

t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  fo l lowing  t r a n s l a t i o n  of i t ,  f o r  which I use 

e s s e n t i a l l y  what was proposed by A.F.L. Beeston a s  t h e  meanings 
1 I of s n s f m ,  s k t  , etc .  : 

" S ~ H R  YGL . . . has  promulgated and recorded  from HTBM . . . f o r  h i s  

sub j e c t s  M ~ D K R B  . . . and t h e  fel low-clansnen of t h e s e  two, t h e  

' r b y  of 'Arnrn of Labah, and t h e i r  womenfolk, i n  o r d e r  t h a t  they 

( S C .  h i s  s u b j e c t s )  should n o t  n e g l e c t ,  c o n c e a l ,  remove and c u t  

t h e  pa t ronage- t ie  of f r i e n d s h i p ,  a f f i l i a t i o n  and p r o t e c t i o n  i n  
C r e l a t i o n  t o  A m  and ' A t i r a t " .  

A.F.L. Beeston p o i n t s  ou t  c o r r e c t l y  i n  CIAS 11.158 t h a t  b n / ' r n i k j  
7 7 7 

'9 s A n  f u n c t i o n s  ac s u b j e c t  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  s l w h s " - s ~ .  



2 6 1  See,  however, n. 24. 

The meaning of t h e  precedding verb 5 - y C r b  has  n o t  been c l e a r l y  
I 

understood.  It was suggested by Beeston 1959 : 5 and 12 ( t r a n s l a -  

t i o n )  t o  mean "pay t h e  market-tax" whereas Müller 1983 : 279 

n. 8a i s  r a t h e r  i n c l i n e d  t o  favour  i n t e r  a l i a  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  

of  t h a t  verb  by " t o  e n t e r t ' .  

2 8 1  See Höfner 1943 5 53 and Beeston 1984 Q § 8 : l .  

2 9 1  See Rhodokanakis 1922 : 2 4 .  

3 0 1  According t o  Rhodokanakis op. c i t . ,  t h e  M i m  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  
c  

i n f i n i t i v e s  of der ived  s t e m s .  But a s  shown by b q l m  and l ym ( J  

2360/8,11 = VL 6/8,11)  a s  w e l l  a s  gddm ( R  3689/5) ,  t h e  M I m  can 

a l s o  be a t t a c h e d  t o  i n f i n i t e  forms of  t h e  s imple stem where t h e s e  

a r e  cons t rued  a s  s y n t a c t i c a l l y  dependent p a r t s  of t h e  c l a u s e  . - 
The connec t ion  of  in and i n f i n i t i v e  i n  I - q t b r - m  of t h e  Sabaic 

t ex t  YMN 1/5 i s  a phenomenon which can perhaps be t r a c e d  t o  

Qatabanian  usage. The Passage runs :  Z q t b r m  16) b h w / k l / ' ~ r r i w -  

h r t w / b  ( 7 )  y t h w / a y Z n  " i n  o r d e r  t h a t  a l l  f r e e  men and women of 

h i s  House haylän should be bu r i ed  i n  it ( S C .  i n  h i s  tomb)".  See 

a l s o  Sab-Dic t .  s .r .  QBR which proposes  i n t e r  a l i a  f o r  t h e  form 

q t b r - m  an  i n f i n i t i v e .  
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