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How Arabic Manuscripts Moved to
German Libraries®

Tilman Seidensticker "

Translated by Dr. Ahmed Abdel-Basit"”

Abstract

This important research pertinently discusses immigrated Arabic manuscripts;
the topic setby the Institute of Arabic Manuscripts, affiliated to ALESCO, during its
celebration of Arabic Manuscript Day in its seventh session in 2019. The
author subjectively highlights three of the most important manuscript libraries
in Germany: Berlin State Library, Bavarian State Library, and Gotha Research
Library.

The research examines the circumstances in which Arabic manuscripts were
brought to German libraries, mainly by means of colonial and commercial
interests. However, the translator furnishes other reasons in his introduction.
The research is characterized by accurate statistics and figures, which the author

acquired from reliable references, and personal contacts with these libraries’ staff.

Keywords

Displaced manuscripts, immigrated manuscripts, German manuscripts,
Bavarian Library, Berlin State Library, Gotha Research Library.

(%) It is originally a lecture titled “The Transmitted Manuscripts”, held by the Center for the Study of
Manuscript Cultures in Hamburg, 15-17 November 2012. T would preserve the original pattern of the
introduction’s style.

(*%) Professor of Islamic Studies at Friedrich-Schiller University in Jena, Germany
(=) Reascher, Institute of Arabic Manuscripts (ALESCO).
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