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The ĐoŶĐept of Đƌisis seeŵs to ďe aŶ iŶteƌŵitteŶt ĐategoƌǇ that, eǀeƌǇ so ofteŶ, appeaƌs iŶ the field of 
soĐial thought to desĐƌiďe aŶ eƌa, oƌ a ŵatƌiǆ of iŶtelligiďilitǇ to thiŶk aďout the teŶsioŶs aŶd ĐoŶfliĐts 
that shape diffeƌeŶt geopolitiĐal sĐeŶaƌios. But this ĐoŶĐept Ŷot oŶlǇ has seƌǀed to thiŶk aďout ĐǇĐliĐal 
aspeĐts of the politiĐal eĐoŶoŵǇ of diffeƌeŶt ĐouŶtƌies oƌ ƌegioŶal ďloĐks, ďut has also ǁoƌked ǁith 
Đultuƌe iŶ its diffeƌeŶt ŵaŶifestatioŶs: politiĐs, aƌt, aŶd laŶguage, aŵoŶg otheƌs. This is ǁhǇ the ŶotioŶ of 
Đƌisis eŶĐoŵpasses pƌoďleŵs as geŶeƌal as the ĐiǀilizatioŶ destiŶǇ of aŶ eƌa - ǁith its ĐuƌƌeŶt appƌoaĐhes 
to soĐial iŶeƋualities, huŵaŶitaƌiaŶ, eŶǀiƌoŶŵeŶtal, aŶd ƌepƌeseŶtatioŶal Đƌises - oƌ ŵoƌe speĐifiĐ issues 
ƌooted iŶ the politiĐal Đƌises of a ĐouŶtƌǇ oƌ ƌegioŶ. 
At the saŵe tiŵe, the ĐoŶĐept of Đƌisis eŶĐoŵpasses a deep teŵpoƌal diŵeŶsioŶ. It Ŷot oŶlǇ ƌepƌeseŶts a 
ŵoŵeŶt of tƌaŶsitioŶ ďetǁeeŶ oŶe eƌa aŶd aŶotheƌ. Ratheƌ, it eŵphasizes the uŶkŶoǁŶ oƌ opeŶ, thus 
iŵplǇiŶg a ĐoŶtiŶuous ƌisk of failuƌe. Cƌisis appeaƌs as a liŵiŶal situatioŶ, ƌesultiŶg fƌoŵ the Đollapse aŶd 
pƌedoŵiŶaŶĐe of uŶĐeƌtaiŶtǇ, fƌoŵ ǁhiĐh it is ŶeĐessaƌǇ to ďuild a Ŷeǁ oƌdeƌ ǁhose ŵodalities that still 
do Ŷot kŶoǁ eaĐh otheƌ. 
RegaƌdiŶg LatiŶ AŵeƌiĐa aŶd the CaƌiďďeaŶ as a plaĐe of eŶuŶĐiatioŶ aŶd pƌoduĐtioŶ of soĐial aŶd 
Đultuƌal kŶoǁledge, the ĐoŶĐept of Đƌisis has ďeeŶ pƌeseŶt siŶĐe iŶdepeŶdeŶĐe, ĐoŶfliĐts, aŶd loŶg 
pƌoĐesses of eŵaŶĐipatioŶ. Fƌoŵ the ϭϵth ĐeŶtuƌǇ uŶtil todaǇ, iŶteƌlaĐiŶg aŶd ĐƌossiŶgs of diǀeƌse 
ŵaŶifestatioŶs of Đƌises that Đoeǆist. It's Ŷot just aďout ideŶtitǇ oƌ eĐoŶoŵiĐ Đƌises, liŶked to ;ŶeoͿliďeƌal 
ŵodels of deǀelopŵeŶt, oƌ deƌiǀed fƌoŵ eǆteƌŶal faĐtoƌs, suĐh as the Đƌisis of fiŶaŶĐial Đapitalisŵ oƌ the 
fall of Đoŵŵodities. IŶ additioŶ, ŵaŶifestatioŶs of Đƌises ĐleaƌlǇ deƌiǀed fƌoŵ pƌoĐesses of politiĐal aŶd 
soĐial ǀioleŶĐe ĐaŶ ďe oďseƌǀed. CuƌƌeŶtlǇ, the ColoŵďiaŶ Đase oƌ that of soŵe CeŶtƌal AŵeƌiĐaŶ 
ĐouŶtƌies seeŵ the ŵost oďǀious, ďut theǇ also ŵassiǀelǇ ƌesuƌfaĐe iŶ ĐouŶtƌies like Boliǀia, Chile, oƌ 
AƌgeŶtiŶa. To soŵe eǆteŶt, soŵe of these Đƌises deƌiǀe fƌoŵ the failuƌe of hoŵogeŶous ŶatioŶalisŵs, 
ǁhetheƌ fƌoŵ EuƌopeaŶ ŶatioŶalist iŵagiŶaƌies, oƌ ǁhiteŶiŶg atteŵpts aiŵed at ĐoŶĐealiŶg the 
ĐoŶstitutiǀe heteƌogeŶeities of eaĐh ŶatioŶal oƌ ƌegioŶal spaĐe iŶ LatiŶ AŵeƌiĐa. OŶ the otheƌ haŶd, 
theƌe aƌe soĐial aŶd politiĐal Đƌisis speĐifiĐallǇ aƌisiŶg fƌoŵ the ǁoƌseŶiŶg of iŶeƋualities aŶd theiƌ 
ĐoŶŶeĐtioŶs ǁith the Đƌisis of ƌepƌeseŶtatioŶ politiĐs. Otheƌ Đƌises haǀe aƌiseŶ as a ƌesult of eĐologiĐal 
pƌoďleŵs, pƌoduĐed ďoth oŶ a gloďal sĐale aŶd at a loĐal leǀel thƌough ;ŶeoͿeǆtƌaĐtiǀe poliĐies. 
IŶ the last thƌee deĐades, ǀaƌied politiĐal ƌespoŶses haǀe ďeeŶ pƌepaƌed iŶ ƌespoŶse to diffeƌeŶt Đlasses 
of Đƌisis iŶ LatiŶ AŵeƌiĐa. It is useful to distiŶguish: ;aͿ ideologiĐal ƌespoŶses, ǁhiĐh aiŵ to tƌaŶsfoƌŵ the 
ŵodels of soĐietǇ; ;ďͿ judiĐial aŶd legal ƌespoŶses that ƌefleĐt "ŵodels"; ;ĐͿ the puďliĐ poliĐies Đaƌƌied 
out; ;dͿ populaƌ ƌespoŶses aŶd deŵaŶds. 
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RegaƌdiŶg the IŶauguƌal CoŶgƌess of the CeŶteƌ foƌ AdǀaŶĐed LatiŶ AŵeƌiĐaŶ Studies ;CALASͿ, it ǁill ďe 
iŶteƌestiŶg to iŶǀestigate ǁhat Đƌisis ĐoŶĐepts aƌe ĐuƌƌeŶtlǇ ďeiŶg deǀeloped aŶd eǆist iŶ LatiŶ AŵeƌiĐa 
aŶd  
the CaƌiďďeaŶ, ďoth fƌoŵ iŶstƌuŵeŶts of thought aŶd fƌoŵ eǆpeƌieŶĐes. What uses aƌe giǀeŶ to the 
ǀaƌiaŶts of Đƌises iŶ the ĐuƌƌeŶt situatioŶ, aŶd iŶ ǁhat ĐapaĐitǇ is the use of this teƌŵ? It iŶteŶds to paǇ 
speĐial atteŶtioŶ to the diffeƌeŶt eŵeƌgeŶĐǇ ĐǇĐles of the ĐoŶĐept of Đƌisis as a ŵatƌiǆ eǆplaŶatioŶ of a 
giǀeŶ ƌealitǇ, aŶd also the ǁaǇ iŶ ǁhiĐh LatiŶ AŵeƌiĐa aŶd the CaƌiďďeaŶ haǀe thought aŶd ĐuƌƌeŶtlǇ 
thiŶk aďout ƌegioŶal aŶd gloďal Đƌises. That is, it is aďout ĐoŶsideƌiŶg this ƌegioŶ as a plaĐe of eŶuŶĐiatioŶ 
espeĐiallǇ Đapaďle of pƌoduĐiŶg eǆplaŶatioŶs aŶd ŵodels to ŵaŶage the ĐategoƌǇ of Đƌisis, although 
these aƌe ofteŶ dissiŵilaƌ aŶd ĐoŶtƌadiĐtoƌǇ. 
IŶ aĐĐoƌdaŶĐe ǁith this sǇŶthesis, the CoŶgƌess ǁill haǀe tǁo liŶes of ǁoƌk foƌ ǁhiĐh pƌoposals aƌe 
aĐĐepted: 
 

ϭ. HistoriĐal-ĐoŶĐeptual produĐtioŶ of LatiŶ AŵeriĐaŶ aŶd CariďďeaŶ kŶowledge aďout Đrisis: 
The fiƌst aǆis pƌoposes a histoƌiĐal-politiĐal appƌoaĐh aďout the LatiŶ AŵeƌiĐaŶ theoƌies aƌouŶd the 
histoƌiĐal aŶd ĐoŶteŵpoƌaƌǇ Đƌises. This ŵeaŶs thiŶkiŶg of LatiŶ AŵeƌiĐa as a plaĐe of eŶuŶĐiatioŶ aŶd 
disĐuƌsiǀe pƌoduĐtioŶ fƌoŵ ǁhiĐh ŵodels of ĐoŶfƌoŶtiŶg gloďal pheŶoŵeŶa suĐh as Đƌisis aƌe pƌoduĐed 
aŶd offeƌ ĐoŶĐepts aŶd pƌaĐtiĐes of thiŶkiŶg aŶd ŵaŶagiŶg it. 
It should ĐoŶsist iŶ defiŶiŶg ǁhat aƌe the ĐoŶĐepts Đƌeated fƌoŵ LatiŶ AŵeƌiĐa to estaďlish ŵatƌiĐes of 
thiŶkiŶg that giǀe iŶtelligiďilitǇ to the pƌoďleŵ of Đƌises, ďoth ƌegioŶallǇ aŶd gloďallǇ. The ŵost iŵpoƌtaŶt 
heƌe is to ďe aďle to disĐuss Ŷot oŶlǇ hoǁ LatiŶ AŵeƌiĐa has thought aďout itself iŶ Đƌisis, ďut hoǁ its 
thiŶkiŶg has iŶflueŶĐed otheƌ plaĐes of kŶoǁledge aŶd shapiŶg WesteƌŶ thiŶkiŶg iŶ geŶeƌal. That is to 
saǇ, it is Ŷot aďout talkiŶg aďout "iŶǀisiďle" kŶoǁledge, ďut shoǁiŶg the iŶflueŶĐe that LatiŶ AŵeƌiĐaŶ 
aŶd CaƌiďďeaŶ soĐial thought has eǆeƌted oŶ pƌoduĐtioŶ of WesteƌŶ soĐial kŶoǁledge. 
These tǁo laƌge diŵeŶsioŶs Đould ďe aƌtiĐulated aŶd diǀided iŶto the folloǁiŶg seĐtioŶs: 

 systematize and highlight reflection on the crisis as a line of intellectual concern in Latin 

America; 

 historically place Latin American contributions around crises in their connection with global 

elaborations, with the needs and specificities of the region; 

 contribute to identify and systematize problems, concepts, and analytical axes that have woven 

the Latin American reflection on the issue of crises in their different areas and regions; 

 make visible the different forms of theoretical production from Latin America and the Caribbean 

and how these places of enunciation dispute knowledge with other regions of knowledge 

production. 

 

Ϯ. RefleĐtioŶs oŶ ĐoŶteŵporary pheŶoŵeŶa aŶd ĐoŶfliĐts of LatiŶ AŵeriĐaŶ soĐieties aŶd the 

CariďďeaŶ: 
The seĐoŶd pƌoposed aǆis ǁill stiŵulate the pƌeseŶtatioŶ of paŶels aŶd papeƌs that eǆploƌe the ĐuƌƌeŶt 
plaĐes of LatiŶ AŵeƌiĐaŶ eŶuŶĐiatioŶ aďout the Đƌisis - that is, the ǁaǇs of thiŶkiŶg aďout ĐoŶteŵpoƌaƌǇ 
Đƌises fƌoŵ aŶd iŶ LatiŶ AŵeƌiĐa. 
IŶ this liŶe, the iŶǀitatioŶ foƌ pƌeseŶtatioŶ of papeƌs that ƌefleĐt oŶ: 

 the different areas of contemporary crises and their connections; 

 the role of the different actors in the crises; 

 



 

 

CENTER FOR ADVANCED LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES 

CENTRO DE ESTUDIOS LATINOAMERICANOS AVANZADOS 

 

 

 the main conflicts of contemporary crises and the role of the state, corporations, and social 

movements; 

 contemporary crises analyzed in different global geographies; 

 analytical reflections of crises from academia, cultural centers, and subaltern actors; 

 the experiences of subaltern and hegemonic actors in crises; 

 the theoretical, aesthetic, and political reflections on the crises of the transforming forces in 

Latin America; 

 theoretical-methodological proposals for the study of crises and conflicts in Latin America; 

 proposals for improvements and resolutions of specific conflicts; 

 cultural crises, crisis of interpretative frameworks, languages, or hermeneutical crises. 

 

Bases 

 

 The Congress will offer space for lectures, thematic panels, work meetings, and roundtables for 

dialogue and debate. For the panels, we call for proposals for individual papers related to one 

of the two lines of research mentioned beforehand. 

 The call is aimed for applicants with recognized experience in the disciplines of the Social 

Sciences and Humanities that provide solid theoretical and empirical reflections on at least one 

of the topics mentioned in the call. 

 To apply, please send one document (Word or PDF) that contains the title, a summary of the 

proposal between 300 and 500 words, and a short academic record of 150-200 words with an 

indication of your professional career and main publications. 

 Papers can be presented in Spanish, Portuguese, and English. 

 Deadline to submit proposals: March 20, 2018. 

 An academic committee will select the papers under criteria of excellence. The applicants will be 

notified before April 20 if selected. 

 It is expected that the participants of the conference send a preliminary version of their papers 

before August 15 to make them available to panel commentators. 

 CALAS will cover the lodging expenses for all participants. In addition, there will be limited 

resources for travel expenses. 

 

CoŶtaĐt & IŶforŵatioŶ: 
CeŶteƌ foƌ AdǀaŶĐed LatiŶ AŵeƌiĐaŶ Studies  
Dƌ. JoĐheŶ KeŵŶeƌ ;GeŶeƌal MaŶageŵeŶtͿ  
Tel.: ++ϱϮ-ϯϯ ϯϴϭϵϯϯϬϬ, Eǆt. Ϯϯϱϵϰ  
Eŵail: iŶfo@Đalas.lat  
 

SeŶd proposals to: eǀeŶtos@Đalas.lat ;deadliŶe foƌ suďŵissioŶ: MarĐh ϮϬ, ϮϬϭ8Ϳ  
 


